Judges are workers and have

right to join union for protection

Judges have the same rights as others not to be discriminated against, not to be
threatened, not to feel scared, says GMB Union

GMB has written to the Lord Chief Justice saying judges are workers and should be allowed to join a
union to protect themselves from discrimination.

The letter comes after serious concerns over discrimination, bullying and whistleblower safety among
judges were raised in Parliament.

GMB also expresses worries over covid outbreaks in courts and how unsafe judges —particularly women
— feel in and outside of the courtroom.
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https://www.gmb.org.uk/news/search?&issue=53
https://edm.parliament.uk/?Term=&MemberId=4848&TabledFrom=17%2F03%2F2016&TabledTo=17%2F03%2F2021&IncludeSponsoredByMember=false&IsPrayer=false&IncludeWithdrawn=false&OrderBy=DateTabledDesc&ShowAdvanced=False

Just as judges may join clubs or associations, they can join unions - provided they are not personally
taking part in party political activity and do nothing to bring the judiciary into disrepute or damage their
own actual and perceived independence, the letter states.

‘ ‘ Enormous credit to Judge Kaly Kaul for leading on new Judicial Support Network
It comes as no surprise that Judges are being bullied - several have told me - they need
support
This is immensely troubling
Who judges the judges?

Will have more to say soon
https://t.co/bScBkVt5BQ

— nazir afzal (@nazirafzal) March 18, 2021

Stuart Fegan, GMB Senior Organiser, said:

“Judges undeniably perform a vital and exalted role in society. But they are workers — and more
importantly — people too.

“They have the same rights as others not to be discriminated against, not to be threatened, not to feel
scared.

“If they don’t have a union to stand up for them, who will?
5 courts

"GMB is calling on the Lord Chief Justice to work collaboratively with us and give judges the backing
they need. - and to confirm the right to join a union.

"Only the resources and backing of a union will enable them to be properly protected, have

representation for terms and conditions and issues at work and ensure diversity and discrimination,
bullying and other issues are resolved with appropriate structural and cultural change.’

Press office Member requiring help?

0798591525698 Click to contact your local GMB Region
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tel:0798591525698
https://t.co/bSc6kVt5BQ
https://twitter.com/nazirafzal/status/1372511851053989889?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw

press.office@gmb.org.uk info@gmb.org.uk
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