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Unity is our strength, and we will stand firm against those that aim to pit different workersUnity is our strength, and we will stand firm against those that aim to pit different workers
and communities against each other.and communities against each other.

We stand together in peace and solidarity with the people of Southport following the horrific events thatWe stand together in peace and solidarity with the people of Southport following the horrific events that
took place on Monday 29th July have left us all in shock.took place on Monday 29th July have left us all in shock.

Our thoughts are with the families and loved ones of those who have died and are receiving treatmentOur thoughts are with the families and loved ones of those who have died and are receiving treatment
for their injuries. They should be the priority for everyone who cares about what has happenedfor their injuries. They should be the priority for everyone who cares about what has happened

Instead some have sought to use the tragic event in Southport to divide and spread hate - based onInstead some have sought to use the tragic event in Southport to divide and spread hate - based on
mistruths and false information. Far right thugs have taken to the streets of Southport, Hartlepool andmistruths and false information. Far right thugs have taken to the streets of Southport, Hartlepool and
London to attack Police and emergency service workers, to target Muslim communities with xenophobicLondon to attack Police and emergency service workers, to target Muslim communities with xenophobic
hatred and to despoil the memories of those whose lives were so tragically cut short.hatred and to despoil the memories of those whose lives were so tragically cut short.
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We must not let them get away with their lies and division. Trade unions have always been at the heartWe must not let them get away with their lies and division. Trade unions have always been at the heart
of efforts to unite communities and stand against hate. But the challenge feels even more urgent now.of efforts to unite communities and stand against hate. But the challenge feels even more urgent now.

Whilst what took place in Southport leaves a dark shadow, we have seen some of the best of us. OurWhilst what took place in Southport leaves a dark shadow, we have seen some of the best of us. Our
emergency service workers who rushed to danger, who provided and continue to provide life-savingemergency service workers who rushed to danger, who provided and continue to provide life-saving
care. Our public service workers providing ongoing care and support and practical help. Our teacherscare. Our public service workers providing ongoing care and support and practical help. Our teachers
and support staff in the schools attended by young people affected and our community organisationsand support staff in the schools attended by young people affected and our community organisations
who have stepped up to help and provide counselling.who have stepped up to help and provide counselling.

So many other individuals, local businesses and organisations who are giving their time and expertise.So many other individuals, local businesses and organisations who are giving their time and expertise.
They all deserve our gratitude. They have discharged their duty professionally, diligently and withThey all deserve our gratitude. They have discharged their duty professionally, diligently and with
compassion for their community.compassion for their community.

Once again, it is a diverse range of front-line workers and community activists who have stepped up toOnce again, it is a diverse range of front-line workers and community activists who have stepped up to
repair the damage – material, physical and emotional.repair the damage – material, physical and emotional.

Southport and our communities across the country do not need to meet violence with further violence.Southport and our communities across the country do not need to meet violence with further violence.
Whipping up hate and fear is not acceptable.Whipping up hate and fear is not acceptable.

As trade unions, we will continue to work with our members in workplaces across the country, to provideAs trade unions, we will continue to work with our members in workplaces across the country, to provide
practical support and solidarity and defeat the narrative of hate.practical support and solidarity and defeat the narrative of hate.

Our unions call for an end to the violence and intimidation, and for all those who perpetrate these actsOur unions call for an end to the violence and intimidation, and for all those who perpetrate these acts
to be brought to justice.to be brought to justice.

Unity Unity is our strength, and we will stand firm against those that aim to pit different workers andis our strength, and we will stand firm against those that aim to pit different workers and
communities against each other.communities against each other.
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