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Dear Member,

Thank you for everything you have done to get organised in GMB. Our union is
strongest when members stand together, and the progress we are making is
down to your commitment, determination and solidarity. Together, we are
building the collective strength needed to ensure you are treated with the
dignity, respect and fairness you deserve.

On your behalf, we have taken your campaign directly to the highest levels of
Government. | have met with the Secretary of State, Heidi Alexander MP, who
holds ultimate responsibility for the Coastguard Service, and raised our
serious concerns about the way you and your colleagues are being treated.
You will also have seen our correspondence with Keir Mather MP, the Minister
leading directly on the issues affecting Coastguard Rescue Officers.

Following this, our National Officer has met with Keir Mather MP and secured
agreement for a further meeting involving the Minister and representatives
from your group. Because of the pressure you have helped create,
Government is under no illusion about the strength of feeling amongst
Coastguard Rescue Officers or our collective determination to secure the
respect, recognition and value you deserve.

We have also written to the Chief Executive of the Maritime & Coastguard
Agency to express our anger and deep disappointment at the way this
matter has been handled. We have made it absolutely clear that GMB
expects full trade union recognition rights. Recognition would ensure that the
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employer is required to consult and negotiate with us on any changes
affecting the service, your role, and how you are rewarded for the vital work
you do.

This campaign is gaining momentum because members like you have come
together and organised. Every conversation, every new member and every
show of solidarity strengthens our position. Together, we can keep the
pressure on and make sure your voices cannot be ignored.

We will continue to fight your corner and keep you updated on all
developments.

In solidarity,
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Gary Smith
General Secretary
GMB



