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About Acuity Analysis
Acuity Analysis was formed in 2017 and is an independent research organisation, created to serve the
union movement and help rebalance power in the workplace. Unions from all sectors call upon our
expertise and worker-focused, analyses to provide additional leverage in negotiations and strengthen
the influence of members in the workplace, the regions and nationally.
Our close relationship to the movement and belief in its values are embedded in everything we do, and
our long-standing partnership sets us apart from conventional research organisations. It means we
instinctively understand the needs of our clients, and quickly capture the fundamentals of any brief,
saving time and cost.
We provide unions with policy papers, employment and economic modelling, regional and industryspecific impact assessments. Our work gives unions a deeper and richer understanding of the context
for corporate decisions and the impact on workers and communities.
All our research is presented in an easy-to-use format and straightforward language, requiring no prior
expertise, and our documents are designed for use by union officials, to promote and strengthen
democracy at work.
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Key points

•

Costs of imports and exports will increase post-Brexit, although the extent to which these costs
are passed onto households remains uncertain.

•

Whatever deal is concluded, anything short of an agreement between the UK and the EU27 for
a continuation of the UK’s access to the single market and customs union will increase the cost
of trade.

•

These costs could mean job losses, as companies try to cut costs elsewhere, and higher
consumer prices as companies pass on all or some of the increase in costs onto their
customers.

•

An increase in the cost of trade could have negative knock-on effects for employment and
consumer prices.

•

In addition to trade tariffs, the cost of goods is highly likely to increase as a result of non-tariff
trade barriers, such as delays at borders due to checks, new licensing requirements for goods
etc.,

•

Because the UK runs a trade deficit in many goods, the real impact of tariffs on trade could be
significantly higher than the figures provided by official studies.

•

Even if zero-rate tariffs are applied to some goods, analysis shows that costs could still
increase as a result to additional costs throughout supply chains caused by non-tariff barriers.
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Introduction
The GMB want to better understand the implications of Brexit for the UK shopper’s basket of goods,
used by the government to calculate inflation, otherwise known as the Consumer Price Index. Due to
the complexity of calculating the potential impact on prices across the 700 or so representative goods
used in the government’s CPI calculations, and time constraints, the research focuses on the potential
impact on a smaller number of goods, specifically selected for their strategic importance to the union.
The research examines the impact on the price of consumer goods, under three post-Brexit scenarios:
UK trade under WTO rules, and UK trade under two free trade agreements, between the EU and Canada
and the EU and Norway.
Using the item list in the table below, taken from the union’s suggestions, the research identified the
universal nomenclature on which to base the analysis. This classification is based on the WTO and EU
Harmonised System.

www.acuityanalysis.org

5

GMB items

HS Code

Product

Alcohol

2204

Wine

Other spirits

2208

Undenatured ethyl alcohol of an alcoholic strength by volume of less than 80 % vol.; spirits,
liqueurs and other spirituous beverages.

Chocolate

1806

Chocolate and other food preparations containing cocoa.

Sweets

1704

Sugar confectionery (including white chocolate), not containing cocoa.

1602

Other prepared or preserved meat, meat offal or blood.

2104

Soups and broths preparations; composite food preparations

1902

Pasta cooked/uncooked; stuffed/unstuffed

Soft drinks

2202

Waters, including mineral waters and aerated waters, containing added sugar or other
sweetening matter or flavoured, and other non-alcoholic beverages, not including fruit or
vegetable juices of heading 20.09.

Orange juice

2009

Fruit juices (including grape must) and vegetable juices, unfermented and not containing
added spirit, whether or not containing added sugar or other sweetening matter

0201

Meat of bovine animals, fresh or chilled.

0204

Meat of sheep or goats, fresh, chilled or frozen.

0203

Meat of swine, fresh, chilled or frozen.

0207

Meat and edible offal, of the poultry, chilled or frozen.

1601

Sausages and similar products, of meat, meat offal or blood; food preparations based on
these products

Filled pasta

1902

Pasta, whether or not cooked or stuffed (with meat or other substances) or otherwise
prepared, such as spaghetti, macaroni, noodles, lasagne, gnocchi, ravioli, cannelloni;
couscous, whether or not prepared.

Soup

2104

Soups and broths and preparations therefor; homogenised composite food preparations.

Beer

2203

Beer made from malt.

Coffees

0901

Coffee, whether or not roasted or decaffeinated; coffee husks and skins; coffee substitutes
containing coffee in any proportion.

Bread

1905

Bread, pastry, cakes, biscuits and other bakers' wares, whether or not containing cocoa;
communion wafers, empty cachets of a kind suitable for pharmaceutical use, sealing
wafers, rice paper and similar products.

Honey

0409

Natural honey

Carrots

0706

Carrots, turnips, salad beetroot, celeriac, radishes, similar edible roots, fresh/chilled.

Cucumber

0707

Cucumbers and gherkins, fresh or chilled

Watermelon

0807

Melons (including watermelons) and papaws (papayas), fresh.

Potatoes

0701

Potatoes, fresh or chilled.

Prepared meals

Processed meats

Strawberries

081010

Fresh strawberries

Butter

0405

Butter and other fats and oils derived from milk; dairy spreads.

Milk (semi-skim)

0401

Milk & cream, not concentrated nor containing added sugar or other sweetening matter.

Cheese

0406

Processed cheese, not grated or powdered

Cigarettes

2402

Cigars, cheroots, cigarillos and cigarettes, of tobacco or of tobacco substitutes.

Pocket lighter

9613

Cigarette lighters and other lighters, whether or not mechanical or electrical, and parts
thereof other than flints and wicks.

Petfood

230910

www.acuityanalysis.org

Preparations of a kind used for animal feeding: cats and dogs, retail
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Challenges for the research
The 4-digit HS code for products of a similar type, (e.g. 0201: meat of bovine animals, fresh or chilled)
provides a general indication of the tariffs applicable to the imports and exports of that category of
products. It does not, however, provide an absolute figure for a specific product, and using the 6- or 8digit HS code would require detailed product information and any variations of that one product would
require further analyses. The challenge this presents is illustrated by the data below, which refer to a
small sample of the various poultry derived products and their applicable tariffs.

Given the timescale of this work and the additional complexity of using 6- or 8-digit HS products codes,
the research is limited to 4-digit code HS product codes (on occasions six) to provide a general
overview of the import and export duties for the given products.

www.acuityanalysis.org
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Overview
Without preferential access to EU markets it is beyond question that the costs of importing and
exporting agri-food products will increase post-Brexit. Some of the items most severely affected will
be meat products: depending on the type of meat, tariffs of in excess of 30% will be applied to imports
and exports between the UK and the EU, with some goods attracting tariffs of up to 90%, doubling the
cost of trade overnight. How the burden of such cost increases will fall on households is less certain.
Under WTO rules, all member countries must uphold the ‘non-discriminatory principle’ and treat all other
WTO members the same. The tariffs applied in this scenario are conducted on a Most-Favoured Nation,
which would be similar to the way in which trade between the EU and New Zealand is currently
conducted.

Impact of leaving the EU and trading under WTO rules for specific industries
Whatever the final arrangement for trade with the EU, there are likely to be non-tariff barriers even if
there are no tariffs applied to exports and imports.
In total, 27% of all food consumed within the UK originates from elsewhere in the EU and in 2015, the
UK imported a total of €31bn of food and drink from the EU, specifically:

•

Netherlands: Fruit and Vegetables (€1.9bn); Poultry and other Meats

•

Germany: Meats, Fruit and Vegetables (€700m); Confectionery; Bakery; Dairy

•

Ireland: Primarily Meats (€1.8bn); Dairy products; Fruit and Vegetables

•

France: Dairy; Fruit and Vegetables

•

Denmark: Processed Meat (€560m)

All industries use imported goods and services (intermediate consumption). While it is not possible at
this level to calculate the precise impact of Brexit on the cost of such imports, their existence and
relationship to individual sectors ought to be considered by the union and could be an important factor
in the investment decisions and pricing policies of UK companies beyond Brexit. For example, the UK
meat processing industry imports over £550m of goods and services every year, and these products
may also increase in price as a result of tariffs and non-tariff barriers. The UK produces 700,000 tonnes
of lamb and mutton and imports 17,000 from the EU.1

1

“Impact of Brexit on the UK Food & Drink Industry”, Mills Tower Watson. (2017)
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The UK is the largest exporter of sheep meat in the EU2 and as such any trade barriers will have a
significant impact on this industry, employment and prices. The quantity of sheep meat that the UK
imports from non-EU countries is also considerable, and therefore any additional costs (from tariff or
non-tariff barriers) are likely to make a significant difference to the flows of this product in and out of
the UK and the EU27. For example, if tariffs are applied to imports and exports post-Brexit then it is
suggested that the volume of sheep meat exports from the UK to the EU will drop. As a consequence,
prices in the UK ought to decrease as producers attempt to sell stock that was previously destined for
the EU on the UK market.
Changes in the volume of sheep meat exports to the EU from elsewhere (Australia or New Zealand) will
then depend on the extent to which the UK’s share of the export quota of these countries is reallocated
between the UK and the EU. Ultimately, the price of sheep meat in the UK may fall and the price across
the EU may rise or remain as they are today. We were unable to find any existing trade agreement
between the rest of the world and the EU to which zero-rate tariffs were applied to Agri-Food production,
suggesting there will be additional cost to UK imports and exports of processed meat.
Ireland exports two-fifths of food and drink to the UK, valued at €4.4bn, and Ireland is the UK’s second
largest supplier of these products. The strength of Sterling is perhaps just as much a concern for the
Irish food and drink sector as the possible implications arising from the introduction of trade barriers
such as tariffs.

2

In 2016, the UK accounted for 40% of all sheep meat production within the EU.
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Tariffs and non-tariff trade barriers
In addition to tariffs, British importers and exporters will face other burdens as a result of our departure
from the EU. For example, the Common Agricultural Policy requires companies that import certain
products into the European Union (beef, pork, poultry, etc.,) to obtain a licence to do so. Post-Brexit, the
UK will need to negotiate a new system for doing so in the future, increasing costs along supply chains.
There are also other non-tariff costs, such as dealing with customs controls and the impact of our
inevitable increased reliance on local production. The latter may well drive up the costs of goods as
supply outstrips demand on products that are readily available in our supermarkets today.

UK exports 52% of its total
Agrifood products
Imports make up 40% of
UK domestic food and
drink consumption

Whisky exports are worth around £4bn, accounting for 25% of the UK’s exports of food and drink. 40%
of all exported Scotch Whisky goes to the EU. Fortunately, there is nil tariff between the EU and all other
markets for this product. However non-tariff barriers are expected to increase, resulting in only modest
price increases. In addition, Scotch Whisky manufacturers are concerned about market access. Unless
the UK is able to negotiate FTAs with non-EU countries, importers from South Africa, South Korea and
Peru, are likely to face higher costs.
Food and drink importers to the UK
(% of total UK food and drink imports)

3

As the chart opposite shows, the UK
relies heavily on imports for its

Netherlands
18%

production of food and drink. This

RoW
30%

country is particularly reliant on
imports of items such as fruit,
vegetables and meat – especially
pork and chicken. Because the UK
runs

a

trade

deficit

in

Ireland
15%

many

categories of goods, the impact of
tariffs on UK imported goods could

Rest of EU
11%

be up to double that of those on UK
exports.

Germany
14%
France
12%

3

“Brexit monitor: The impact of Brexit on the Agrifood industry”, PwC (2018)
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Types of tariffs
In general, there are three methods for applying the tariff rates outlined in free trade agreements:

•

Ad-valorem tariffs are charged as a percentage of the price of goods being imported (e.g. 12.8%).

•

Fixed tariffs are a set price for a given quantity, by weight, (e.g. £1.50 per kg)

•

Mixed tariffs consist of both ad valorem tariffs and a fixed component (% of value of goods plus
a set price by quantity, expressed by weight);

Under MFN rates, the European Union applies tariffs to agricultural products, on average, of 10.2% (ad
valorem) and 32.2% (Non-ad valorem average). These costs alone would increase the price of imported
lamb, sold in British supermarkets, considerably. Plus, additional costs, related to delays due to
customs checks at the UK/EU border etc.,

Quotas
Another dimension to consider is the UK departure from the European Union tariff quota system (TRQ),
which provides that the costs of imports and exports are aligned with a quota system. In the event the
UK departs the EU, it will be unable to access preferential tariffs within previously agreed quota. For
example, the UK imports 90% of its sheep meat from outside the EU and this comes mainly from New
Zealand and are governed by an EU specific TRQ system. The arrangements for the importing of sheep
meat into the UK from New Zealand is by virtue of the 1993 Uruguay Round of the GATT negotiations
and is organised as follows:

•

Total TRQ for sheep and goat meat is 228,254 tonnes

•

The UK imports around 40% of this quota.

•

Imports within this volume range are duty-free.

•

The UK pays no duty on its imports from New Zealand under this arrangement.

If no alternative provisions are made for the period April 2019 onwards, the UK will revert to the EU’s
MFN rate for sheep meat imports. The range of tariffs (non- and ad valorem) under such a scenario
vary according to the type of meat and range from between 40% and 90%. Thus, in the worst-case
scenario (WTO) the cost of sheep and goat meat, entering the UK from New Zealand, could increase
significantly and, in extreme cases, almost double.
Post-Brexit, the UK share of sheep and goat meat will be reallocated among the EU27. Negotiating an
agreement with New Zealand will therefore be highly problematic as the quota for these products will
play a central, and controversial, part in this process.

www.acuityanalysis.org
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Supply and demand
There is some potential for short-term price reductions. According to a number of sources, once the
UK leaves the EU, the dynamics of supply and demand for a given product will shift to reflect this new
reality. If, for example, the price of sheep meat exported from the UK increases within the EU27, relative
to pre-Brexit prices, EU households may cut
spending on this item generating an excess that will need to be sold in the UK market. UK producers
may well respond by cutting retail prices in order to incentivise British shoppers to soak up the excess,
forcing retail prices don for UK shoppers.

These dynamics are not set in stone and can only be

hypothesised at this moment in time. However, such relationships are going to have a significant
impact on producers and retailers.

www.acuityanalysis.org
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Consequences for UK consumers
Given the limited progress to date of the trade negotiations between the UK government and the
European Commission, it is very difficult to imagine a scenario in which the costs for imports and
exports, for both UK companies and those based abroad, will not increase.
In fact, for all three scenarios in this research, it is very likely that such costs will increase substantially
and that, to a lesser or greater extent, consumers will be faced with higher retail prices. Even if these
additional costs are partially absorbed by producers, prices are bound to increase for UK consumers.
The knock-on effects may even reduce employment as employers attempt to cut costs elsewhere in
the business.
According to the CBI, the price of the CPI ‘Basket of Goods’ is set to increase by between 4% and 5%
immediately following the UK’s departure from the EU. These additional costs are direct costs i.e.
imposed through tariffs. They do not take into account the cost to companies as a result of delays
caused by customs checks at borders and other consequential, but less tangible, costs as a result of
the UK departing the EU.

•

Impact on employment
If costs to imports and export goods increase then there is a risk that the demand for certain,
non-essential goods, will decrease and this could result in job losses related to the production
or retail of these goods. Increased costs for EU importers of UK products could drive down
demand abroad, which, in turn, could increase supply in the UK for these products. As UK
sellers attempt to shift higher volumes to the British consumer, prices may drop. However, this
would be a temporary move and producers would ultimately reduce output in an attempt to
rebalance supply and demand. This readjustment could result in job losses as the market for
certain goods contracts.
Even if businesses attempt to absorb some of the additional costs imposed by trade tariffs,
savings will need to be made elsewhere in the business which would add downward pressure
on labour costs, which could result in job losses across the economy and, in particular, across
agriculture and food production.

www.acuityanalysis.org
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•

Impact on consumer prices
As a member of the EU the UK is part of the EU Single Market and EU Customs Union and goods
are imported and exported across 27 countries without tariffs or other trade barriers. If the UK
leaves the EU without a trade agreement with the European Union, the WTO’s Most Favoured
Nation rules will apply, and duties will be payable on UK imports and exports. Today there are
no additional costs when a UK company imports or exports goods to elsewhere in Europe.
Leaving the Single Market and the Custom Union will increase costs for importers and
exporters and consumers are bound to feel the pinch, even if companies attempt to absorb
some of these additional costs.

Below, we provide an approximate calculation for the changes to consumer prices that are likely to
occur for each of the three scenarios.

• WTO scenario
Under the rules of WTO membership, the tariffs imposed by the European Union on the WTO Most
Favoured Nation tariffs are expected to apply to the UK’s imports and exports.
Based upon the EU MFN arrangements, we estimate that the overall cost of the GMB Basket of Goods
will increase by over £15, as shown in the table below. The prices are calculated as an estimate, based
on WTO MFN rules for all tariffs and non-tariff barriers. As such these calculations are general and not
exhaustive and they do not therefore provide a certain and absolute value for price changes under the
WTO scenario.

www.acuityanalysis.org
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Average price of a GMB Basket of Goods
Price today

After Brexit
(WTO)

Difference

% increase

Tesco finest Pinot Noir 70cl

£8.00

£10.56

£2.56

32.00%

Coca Cola 1.5 ltr

£1.95

£2.14

£0.19

9.60%

Schweppes Lemonade 2 ltr

£1.00

£1.10

£0.10

9.60%

Tropicana Smooth 1.6ltr

£2.00

£2.24

£0.24

12.20%

Mince - own brand 5% fat 500g

£3.79

£4.28

£0.49

12.90%

Chops 700g

£2.50

£3.10

£0.60

24.00%

Sausages 8 pack 454g
Mince - own brand 15% fat 500g

£1.70
£3.79

£2.13
£4.28

£0.43
£0.49

25.30%
12.80%

Steak - own brand Sirloin 227g

£3.80

£4.29

£0.49

12.80%

Product
Alcohol
Soft drinks
Orange juice
Pork

Beef

Mince - own brand 20% fat 500g

£4.00

£4.51

£0.51

12.80%

Half leg joint 1Kg

£11.50

£12.97

£1.47

12.80%

Steak shortcrust pie 500g

£3.00

£3.26

£0.26

8.50%

Goodfella's thin stone baked Meat Feast 353g

£1.50

£1.63

£0.13

8.50%

Filled pasta

Ham & Cheese Cappelletti 300g

£1.50

£1.63

£0.13

8.50%

Soup

Heinz Tomato 400g tinned

£0.95

£1.07

£0.12

12.80%

Coffee

Nescafe Original 200g

£3.50

£3.76

£0.26

7.50%

Honey
Bread
Butter

Own brand Clear 454g
Hovis wholemeal sliced 800g
Own brand butter 250g

£1.35
£1.10
£1.50

£1.58
£1.20
£1.92

£0.23
£0.10
£0.42

17.30%
9.00%
28.00%

Milk

Own brand Semi-Skimmed 2 pints

£0.80

£0.80

£0.00

0.00%

Cheese

Own brand mature Cheddar 460g

£2.30

£2.92

£0.62

27.00%

Carrots

Own brand 1Kg

£0.59

£0.67

£0.08

12.80%

Cucumber

Whole large

£0.70

£0.79

£0.09

12.80%

Watermelon

Whole

£2.75

£2.99

£0.24

8.80%

Strawberries
Potatoes

Fresh punnet own brand 400g
Maris Piper 2.5Kg

£2.00
£2.22

£2.22
£2.54

£0.22
£0.32

11.20%
14.40%

Confectionery

Cadbury Dairy Milk 200g bar
Mars Bar 51g
Kit-Kat chunky pack 4 x 40g

£1.50
£0.60
£1.50

£1.69
£0.68
£1.69

£0.19
£0.08
£0.19

12.80%
12.80%
12.80%

Cigarettes

Silk Cut 100s x 20

£12.40

£16.59

£4.19

33.80%

Pocket lighter

Poppell Electronic x 3

£2.40

£2.46

£0.06

2.70%

Petfood

Whiskers pouches in jelly 12 x 100g

Lamb
Prepared meals
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£3.50

£3.61

£0.11

3.20%

£91.69

£107.30

£15.61

17.00%
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•

Canadian-style Free Trade Agreement

The terms of the trade agreement between Canada and the EU (CETA) state that all tariffs will be
abolished within several years. During this period, the level of tariffs will gradually be reduced so as to
finally eradicate all tariffs in the eighth year of the agreement’s operation. The specific details of the
reduction throughout this period is shown in the table below.

Reductions in tariffs according to the CETA schedule

Import checks and fees
Non-tariff costs are also detailed in the Canadian-EU agreement and it is possible to calculate these
approximately. Under the Canadian-EU agreement, for meat imports into Canada or the EU there will
be an immediate additional cost equivalent to 10% of the value of goods, to cover import checks and
fees.
Tariffs
The tariffs contained in Appendix 2 provide details of the significant increase in costs associated with
imports and exports between Canada and the EU. There is no doubt that, despite eradication of tariffs
following the eighth year of its operation, the negotiation of a CETA-style agreement to regulate trade
between the UK and the EU27 will increase prices on a majority of goods covered by the research.
It is not possible to quantify the monetary impact of a CETA-style agreement for each of the GMB’s
selected items because not all are included in the tariff schedule. For example, Strawberries are not
itemised in either the Canadian or European Union schedule of tariffs.

www.acuityanalysis.org
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Under this model, although tariffs are eventually eliminated from many goods, the costs of consumer
goods will certainly rise post-Brexit. It will take a total of eight years before consumer prices drop back
to their present-day equivalent. Thus, a Canadian style scenario would hit consumers hard and it would
be almost a decade before costs returned to today’s levels.

Finally, negotiations for such a

comprehensive agreement would inevitably be lengthy: CETA took almost a decade to negotiate.

•

Norway

Norway, as a member of the EEA, applies the four freedoms (people, capital, goods and services), and
has access to the Single Market. However, agriculture and fisheries are excluded from the EEA
agreement and, as such, imports and exports of goods and services related to these sectors are subject
to tariffs and controls.
Unless a trade agreement is concluded at the point of Brexit, the WTO’s Most Favoured Nation duties
will apply to all exports and imports of agriculture and fisheries. This will significantly increase the
costs for importers and exporters and prices for consumer goods are highly likely to increase as
companies struggle to absorb these additional costs.

www.acuityanalysis.org
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Advantages and disadvantages
The advantages and disadvantages of each of the three scenarios (WTO; Canada; Norway) are set out
in the tables below. These, of course, are not all inevitable as any deal concluded between the UK and
the EU is unlikely to mirror the provisions of either CETA or the arrangements for members of the EEA
so caution must be taken when interpreting the table.
Advantages
Default scenario if talks between UK government and fail to produce a post-Brexit trade
WTO

agreement. Off the shelf application and relatively straight forward to administer without the
requirement for negotiating individual country free trade agreements.
UK will belong to the EEA and as such will have access to the Single Market and Customs Union

Norway

for all goods and services except fisheries and agriculture
UK would remain subjected to the four freedoms (people, capital, goods and services)

Canada

Tariffs on many consumer goods eliminated from eighth year of agreement's operation.

Disadvantages
As a member of the EU there are currently no tariffs on good and services traded between
WTO

members. WTO Most Favoured Nation tariffs, that would apply in a no-deal Brexit scenario,
would therefore increase the costs of exports and imports massively, resulting in higher
consumer prices and potential job losses as companies fail to absorb these additional costs.
Fisheries and Agriculture excluded, so new agreements would have to be concluded.

Norway

In the meantime, WTO tariffs would apply, significantly hurting prices and employment.
New arrangements for such goods to be negotiated which takes time.

Canada

Long period of negotiations in which time the UK will apply the WTO MFN rules.
Immediate impact of leaving the EU will be increased costs for importers and exporters

www.acuityanalysis.org
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APPENDIX 1: EU MFN tariff rates for selected products
EU MFN tariff rates for selected products
Beef products (inc. corned beef)
Pork
Other meat products
Bacon and ham
Edible offal and other meat
Edible offal and other meat
0

200,000

400,000

Total costs after tariffs applied (£000s)

600,000

800,000

1,000,000

1,200,000

Value of Exports (£000s)

EU MFN tariff rates for slected products

Other meat products

Sausages and related products

Edible offal and other meat

Sausages and related products
0

500,000

1,000,000

Total costs after tariffs applied (£000s)

1,500,000

2,000,000

2,500,000

3,000,000

Value of Exports (£000)

EU MFN tariff rates for selected products
Poultrymeat (inc poultry offal)

Beef and veal

Pork

Edible offal and other meat
0

20,000,000

Total costs after tariffs applied (£000s)
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40,000,000

60,000,000

80,000,000

Value of Exports (£000s)

19

EU MFN tariff rates for selected products

Poultrymeat (inc poultry offal)

Beef and veal

Pork

Edible offal and other meat

2,000,000

12,000,000 22,000,000 32,000,000 42,000,000 52,000,000 62,000,000 72,000,000

Total costs after tariffs applied (£000s)

Value of Exports (£000s)

EU MFN tariff rates for selected products
Other meat products

Other meat products

Lamb and mutton

Poultrymeat (inc poultry offal)

Bacon and ham
0

2,000,000

4,000,000

Total costs after tariffs applied (£000s)
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6,000,000

8,000,000

10,000,000

12,000,000

Value of Exports (£000s)
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APPENDIX 2: CETA tariff schedules - Canada
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CETA tariff schedules – European Union
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APPENDIX 3: UK reliance on the EU for food
The data below provides the volume of imports and exports of selected consumer goods.
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Glossary
CBI

CETA

Confederation of British Industry

Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement

CETA is a trade agreement between the EU and Canada.
On 21 September 2017 it provisionally entered into force,
so most of the agreement now applies.

The EEA includes EU countries and also Iceland,
EEA

European Economic Area

Liechtenstein and Norway. It allows them to be part of
the EU’s single market.

EU

European Union

FTA

Free Trade Agreement

Under the WTO agreements, countries cannot normally
discriminate between their trading partners. Grant
MFN

Most Favoured Nation

someone a special favour (such as a lower customs duty
rate for one of their products) and you have to do the
same for all other WTO members.

Tariff quotas are a form of European Union (EU)
preference under which limited amounts of certain goods
TRQ

Trade Rate Quota

may be admitted to free circulation at reduced or nil rates
of Customs Duty and/or Common Agricultural Policy
charges. The limit may be expressed in units of weight,
volume, quantity or value.
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