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20/05/2020 

James Jamieson – LGA Chairman 
Local Government House 
Smith Square 
London  
SW1P 3HZ 

Dear James, 

Thank you for your letter of 18th May, informing us that the LGA would not be 
approaching the government for any more resources to award to employees in 
recognition of their response to the COVID-19 emergency. 
 
This is of course extremely disappointing, because in the offer letter from the National 
Employers dated 16th April 2020, the Employers said they were looking to make 
representations to government in order to seek funding for an additional amount to 
be awarded above the tabled 2.75%, in recognition of employees’ exceptional hard 
work. 
 
We are keen to understand why a U-turn on this appears to be taking place. The view 
of both sides of the NJC bargaining machinery had been that more money was 
needed in order to give local government employees the pay increase they deserve. 
There was agreement that in order to do this, more resources were needed from the 
centre. 
 
It is therefore extremely disappointing that the LGA Executive Advisory Board has 
decided to override the view of the National Employers and this will cause much 
concern across our memberships. 
 
We agree with the LGA that far more resources are needed from the centre to protect 
local government services. Indeed, we have been campaigning publicly on this issue 
and remain committed to working with sector partners like the LGA on this. But this 
cannot preclude ensuring that adequate resources are available to reward local 
government employees for the essential work they have been doing, and will continue 
to do, in protecting and supporting communities. Their vital contribution comes on the 
back of 10 years of austerity during which the value of many employees’ pay has 
dropped by 20% in real terms. 
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We will continue to make representations ourselves to the government for more 
resources for local government pay, so that our members can be fairly rewarded. We 
urge the LGA to re-consider its stance and make money for pay a key part of your call 
for more resources for local government. 
 
Your sincerely 

Joint TU-Side Secretaries:  
 
Rehana Azam    Jon Richards    Jim Kennedy 
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