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Dear Michael Matheson MSP, 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of the GMB members across the nuclear sites in Scotland and 
Rolls Royce to raise with you the missed opportunities in the nuclear sector, as a result of 
the Scottish Government’s opposition to new nuclear power. 
 
Nuclear energy has been an invaluable element of Scotland’s energy production meeting 
the needs of homes and businesses across Scotland for decades. There can be no net zero 
without nuclear energy. Net zero requires the creation of more Scottish nuclear power 
stations and the well-paid, high skilled jobs that come with it and its supply chain. These are 
all at risk due to the Scottish Government’s opposition new nuclear power and the Nuclear 
Energy (Financing) Bill. Without new nuclear, Scotland’s energy independence will be at risk 
as we will be more reliant on the rest of the UK to meet our own energy needs. 
 
GMB Scotland and nuclear workers in Scotland are concerned that they are once again 
being left behind due to the Scottish Government’s continued opposition to nuclear power. 
 
The EDF sites at Hunterston and Torness have skilled workforces who now face their lives 
being uprooted as their jobs move to the rest of the UK where new nuclear opportunities are 
being seized. The Scottish Government’s opposition to new nuclear is not only pushing a 
high skilled workforce out of Scotland, but also their incomes and taxes out too. 
 
The workers in Rolls Royce this week have learned that Rolls Royce is seeking a new site 
in England or Wales to build its main factory to assemble a planned fleet of Small Modular 
Reactors (SMRs). Rolls Royce have committed to £200m of investment and the creation of 
200 well-paid jobs which will create products for domestic and export markets. In addition to 
this, Rolls Royce also intend to build other, smaller facilities which will build modules for the 
SMRs. Therefore, the Scottish Government’s opposition to nuclear power is not only costing 
jobs in the plants themselves, but also in a much larger and lucrative supply chain. 
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This is not about party politics but about protecting the jobs and incomes of Scottish workers 
in an existing sector, meeting Scotland’s energy needs, and achieving net zero through a 
real just transition which doesn’t sacrifice the livelihoods of entire workforces. 
 
What discussions has the Scottish Government had with the UK Government on the 
Nuclear Energy (Financing) Bill? What assessment has the Scottish Government made of 
the (a) economic, (b) social, and (c) energy benefits of the Bill for Scotland? 
 
Is the Scottish Government interested in hosting Rolls Royce’s (a) SMR factory, and (b) 
smaller module factories? And if so, if the Scottish Government will make immediate 
representations to Rolls Royce to make these bids? 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Drew Duffy 
GMB Scotland Senior Organiser  

 


