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Part Ground Floor (East), Princess Court,  
23 Princess Street,  
Plymouth PL1 2EX 

           

Dear Geoffrey Cox MP,        12th March 2019 

This month there are two important deadlines for you; one is obviously Brexit and the other 
is the imminent closure of Appledore Shipyard in your constituency. 

The North Devon yard has built almost 200 vessels since it opened in 1855 and is absolutely 
crucial to the South West economy and British shipbuilding. 

On Friday Appledore will fall silent – losing jobs, skills and a way of life.  

It’s been several months since we last met and we appreciate that you may have a lot on 
your plate over the dog's dinner that is Brexit, but you also have a duty of care to your 
constituents. Without a clear plan for saving Appledore shipyard soon, I fear that your warm 
words have turned into cold, hard neglect. That amounts to a dereliction of your duty. 

We’ve handed you a 10,000 strong petition, we’ve been busy trying to get the best deals for 
our members and sourcing alternative work for the shipyard. We’ve been shouting about 
the need to save Appledore Shipyard in every possible way and yet we’ve heard nothing 
from you for several weeks now and no concrete plans ever. Appledore is due to close 
on Friday - you have just threee days to save the shipyard. The 200 strong workforce have 
been doing their jobs and building quality ships for almost 200 years, now is the time for you 
as their MP to do your job and produce a plan to save Appledore Shipyard.  

These jobs aren’t just crucial to surrounding North Devon area but also UK defence 
capability too, because once you lose these skills they will be hard to replace. We’ve 
watched this Conservative Government stand by and allow for the disintegration of UK 
shipbuilding and without any action locally, you will have also played your part in the 
neglect of this proud history.  

We need you to give our members, the workers at Appledore and their families assurances 
and certainty by,  

a) meeting with us as a matter of urgency,  

b) working with your colleagues in the MoD to cease the tender of shipbuilding to 
overseas yards and to use U.K based shipyards,  



 
 

c) providing a credible plan with the help of your colleagues in the Department of 
Transport for the replacement of the Isle of Scilly ferries to take place in Appledore. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Matt Roberts – GMB Regional Organiser 


